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ADVERTISEMENT. 

a 

This  Pamphlet  is  entered  in 
the  Hall  Book  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  of  Stationers ;  and  who-  ;  > 
ever  pirates  any  Part  of  it  will 
be  profecuted. 


\ 


R  E  P  L  Y 

TO  T  H  E 

C  H  E  V.  D  ’  E  O  N  ’  s 

L  E  T  T  E  R,  &c. 


SHOULD  not  have  thought  it  lie¬ 
'll  i  ceflary  to  have  replied  to  the  Chevalier 


r. 


___  (i  d' Eon ,  notwithstanding  his  formal  de- 

Zlr  ^  &  ^5  •  ,  r  i  c  i 

nial  or  the  overtures  referred  to  by 

me,  if  he  had  not,  at  the  fame  time,  infinuated, 
that  lie  had  once  before  given  a  diredt  contradiction 
to  this  report:  which,  if  true,  would  demonftrate, 
that  I  had  dealt  infincerely  with  the  public,  by  re¬ 
viving  a  ftory,  already  difavowed.  ’On  the  contra¬ 
ry,  if  it  never  was  difavowed,  but  rathe;  ad  ini:  ted  to 
be  true,  the  Chevalier  will  hand  convidted  of  great 

B  difingenuity, 


A  REPLY  TO 
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difingenuity,  and  muft  not  always  expedt  to  be  be¬ 
lieved,  even  when  he  fpeaks  plain.  The  faft  is 
thus  t 

In  the  month  of  September,  17  66,  about  four 
months  after  my  being  fettled  at  Exeter,  I  ordered 
the  following  advertifement  to  be  inferted  in  the 
St .  James's  Evening  Chronicle ,  by  way  of  challenge 
to  all  parties  concerned  to  contradidl  it,  referving 
to  myfelf  the  option  of  executing  or  not  executing 
what  I  announced,  according  as  1  fliould  fee  occa- 
fion  : 


PREPARING  for  the  PRES S, 

And  in  due  Time  will  be  Tub  lifted. 

Dedicated  to  the  Parliament, 

J N  T E  RESTING  papers  relating  to  the  peace , 
containing,  1.  Narrative  oj  intelligence  received  at 
Paris.  2.  Copy  of  a  letter  to  Lord  Hertford,  dated 
Jan.  30,  1765.  3.  Copy  of  his  Lordjhifs  anfwer, 

dated  April  7,  1765.  4.  Copy  of  a  fecond  letter  to 

Lord  Hertford,  dated  April  18,  1765.  5.  Copy  of 

his 


his  lordfhip's  fecond  anfwer ,  dated  May  i,  1765. 
N.  B,  The  above  five  papers  having  been  laid  before 
Dr.  Blackftone,  were,  by  his  advice ,  delivered  to 
Lord  Halifax,  May  10,  1765.  6.  Subfiance  of  a 

paper  delivered  to  Lord  Halifax  at  a  Second  conference. 
May  14,  1765.  7.  Account  of  what  pajfed  at  a 

fecond  conference ,  May  14,  1765.  8.  Account  of 

a  third  conference  with  Lord  Halifax,  May  18, 

j765*  9.  Account  of  the  conference  with  the  right 

honourable  the  Speaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons ,  April 
24,  17 66.  10.  Account  of  the  Chevalier  d’Eon’s 
overtures  to  impeach  three  per  Jons  by  name  of  felling 
the  peace  to  /^French.  11.  Account  of  the  bill  of 
indictment  found  againfi  a  great  foreigner ,  for  a  con - 
fpiracy  to  affaffxnate  the  Chevalier  d’Eon.  12.  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  noli  profequi,  granted  to  fop  proceedings 
againfi  the  faid  foreigner.  13.  Account  of  the  at¬ 
tempt  made  to  feize  the  pcrfon  and  papers  of  the  Cheva- 
valier  d’Eon,  the  20th  of  November,  1764,  by  a 
warrant  from  the  then  mini  fir y.  14.  Account  of  the 
pen  fun  granted  to  Count  V  iri,  for  his  fervices  in  mak¬ 
ing  the  peace.  15.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Duke 
de  Nivernois,  to  the  Duke  de  Prailin,  dated  at  Lon¬ 
don,  February  20,  1 763. 
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T  O 
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ii  e  r  i.  y 


To  this  challenge,  though  repeated  three  times, 
no  other  anfwer  was  made  than  what  is  contained 
in  the  following  letter,  printed  in  the  St.  James's 

^  r  t  . 

Chronicle,  fome  few  pods  after,  in  French  and  Eng - 
lijh. 


“  A  I’ Auteur  du  Chronique  de  St.  James. 


“  MONSIEUR, 


te 

ce 

< 

u 


’  A I  hi  avec  beaucoup  de  furphfe  dans  voire 
gazette  du  Chronique  de  St.  James  du  7  Ocl. 
£  1766,  Cro ,  4.  h amorce  d'un  ouvrage  que  l’cn 

dit  etre  fous  prejje  et  dedie  tin  parlement ;  contenant 

\ 

“  en  autre J  pieces  extraordinaire s  des  overtures 
S  l  p  P  O  SE  E  S  du  chevalier  d’Eon,  pour  accu- 
fer  trois  perfonnes  par  noms,  d  avoir  vendu  la 
derniere  paix  a  la  France,  &  differ ens  autres  pa- 
piers  de  cette  nature . 


u 

<6 

a 

a 


C( 


Si  yen  etois  hauteur ,  je  nc'aurois  pas  tin  meins 
et  h  impertinence ,  ni  le  dedier  an  parlement ,  m  d’ infer  cr. 
tc  c omme  on  le  fait ,  dans  le  dit  avertiffement  des  noms 
u  fi  refpettables. 

“  7* 


THE  CHEV.  D’EON. 
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“  Je  vous  declare,  Monjleur ,  ainji  qu’au  public , 
a  fur  nion  bonneur  que  je  n'ai  aucune  part,  m  direfte, 
“  ni  indiretle ,  a  Fimprejfion  d'un  tel  ouvrage ,  ni  a  tons 
u  les  autres  que  F on  pourroit  publier  fous  mon  nan , 
“  ou  defafon  a  fair e  entendre,  que  fy  eujfe,  ou  puffs 
66  avoir  quel sue  part . 

“  Pour  donner  tout e  F duthenticite  pcjfble  a  une  de- 
“  duration,  je  vous  prie  inftamment  de  F imprinter  cn 
“  Francois  en  Anglois  dans  votre  gazette . 

“  Je  fuis,  Monfieur^ 

“  Votre  ires  humble, 


“  A  7  O  R  a; 
u  Le  1 8  OH,  1766.” 


“  Et  tres  obeiflant  ferviteur, 

“  Le  Chev.  D’Eon. 


“  To 
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<£  To  the  Author  of  the  St.  James’s 

“  Chronicle , 

“  S  I  R, 

V  HAVE  feen,  with  much  furprife,  in 
“  your  paper  of  the  7th  inftant,  an  ad- 
4£  vertifement  of  a  work,  faid  to  be  prepar- 
“  ing  for  the  prefs,  dedicated  to  the  parlia- 
“  nient,  containing,  amongft  other  extraor- 
4<  dinary  pieces,  an  account  of  the  Chevalier 
ft  d’ Eon’s  overtures,  to  impeach  three  per- 
e<  fons,  by  name,  of  felling  the  peace  to  the 
C£  French,  and  other  papers  of  that  nature. 

“  If  I  had  been  the  author,  I  fhould  not 
“  have  had  the  impertinence  to  have  dedicat- 

C£  ed  them  to  the  parliament;  nor  to  have 

» 

inferted  names  fo  refpedable  as  thofe  in 
“  the  faid  advertifement. 


u  I  declare 


THE  CHEV,  D’EON.  *  7 


cC  I  declare  to  you,  Sir,  as  well  as  to  the 
cc  public,  upon  my  honour,  that  I  have  no 
“  concern,  direCtly,  or  indiredlly,  in  the  im- 
cc  preffion  of  any  fuch  work  ;  nor  in  any  other 
<c  which  may  be  published  under  my  name, 
<c  or  in  any  way  iniinuating  that  I  have  had, 
“  or  will  have  any  concern  therein.  And  to 
<c  authenticate,  as  much  as  pofiible,  this,  my 
cc  declaration,  I  beg  you  will  immediately 
print  the  above  in  your  paper. 

ct  I  am  Sir , 


“  York, 

“  On.  18,  1766.” 


“  Tour  humble  Servant., 
ci  Le  Chev.  D’Eox\ 


*  I  fubmit  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  public, 
whether  in  cither  of  thefe  letters,  there  is  any 
contradiction  to  the  account  of  the  Chevalier 
d* Ec?i  s  having  made  overtures  to  impeach 
three  perfons  by  name,  of  felling  the  peace 

to 


8  A  REPLY  TO 
to  the  Trench.  The  utmoft  that  can  be  col- 

f  -  «  .  *  T  f 

ledled  from  them  is,  that  the  Chevalier  d’Eon 

^  •  f  * 

was  not  privy  to  the  announced  publication, 
and  had  no  concern  in  it.  ' 

»  c 

,  It  is  very  obfervable,  that  in  the  French 
letter  the  Chevalier  d’Eon  ufes  the  expreffion 
ouvertures  fuppofees.  The  word  fuppofer  in 
French  has  two  meanings.  It  fignifies,  either 
precifely  what  the  word  fuppofe  does  in  Eng- 
liflot  and  it  alfo.  fignifies  to  forge ,  to  counter¬ 
feit ,  to  pretend  falfely.  Had  the  Englijb  letter 
been  an  exadt  tranfiation  of  the  French ,  this 
ambiguity  mud  have  been  explained.  But  it  fo 
happens,  that  in  the  tranfiation  there  is  no 
word  anfwering  to  the  word  fuppofes ,  and 
confequently  we  are  left  at  a  lofs,  whether  we 
ought  to  underftand  it  in  the  former  fenfe,  or 
the  latter. 

*  V 

Is  it  not  evident  from  hence,  that  the  Che¬ 
valier  d’Eon’s  abhorrence  of  calumny,  was 
not  fo  quick  and  lively  in  the  year  1766,  as 


it 


THE  CHEV.  D’EON.  9 

it  is  become  in  in  the  year  1769?  H3\v, 

otherwife,  can  we  account  for  his  abfolute 

%  V 

filence,  or,  at  lead,  ftudied  ambiguity,  with 
refpedl  to  the  main  point,  whether  fuch  over¬ 
tures  had  ever  been  made  ?  Muft  we  fay, 
that  the  Chevalier  d’Eon  at  that  time  did  not 
know,  or  had  not  determined  in  his  own 
mind,  whether  he  had  made  fuch  overtuies 
or  no,  and  that  he  waited  for  fome  future 
event  to  turn  theballance? 

f 

I  leave  the  reader  to  make  his  own  remarks 
upon  the  correction  which  the  Chevalier  d'Eon , 
fo  famous  for  his  refpeCtful  behaviour  to  his 
fuperiors,  is  pleafed  to  give  me,  for  barely 
mentioning  the  names  of  five  or  fix  great  men, 
as  well  as  for  my  declared  intention  of  dedi¬ 
cating  to  the  parliament  a  work,  the  fubjrCt 
of  which,  was  folely  and  inherently  cogniz¬ 
able  by  parliament.  It  is  of  more  import- 


4 
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rial  and  ftriking  difference  between  the  year 
1766,  and  the  year  1769, 

-•  «  '  4 ,  •  , 

It  is  well  known  that,  for  fome  years  after 
the  Chevalier  a' Eon  was  diverted  of  his  minif- 
terial  character,  he  was  obliged  to  difguife 
himfelf,  to  conceal  his  abode,  and  had,  or 
pretended  to  have,  continual  apprcKenlions  of 
being  murdered,  or  carried  off  by  force. 
Within  a  year  or  two  laft  part  he  has  appear¬ 
ed  publicly,  has  parted  by  his  own  name,  has 
made  one,  if  not  more  excurfions  into  Corn¬ 
wall  }  in  one  of  which  he  was  pointed  out  to 
me,  as  he  was  parting  through  the  ftreets  of 
Plymouth.  Happy  man !  to  have  found  out 
the  fecret  of  pacifying  the  French  court,  after 
infulting  their  ambartador,  reviling  their  coun¬ 
try,  and  publifhing  a  part  of  t-hofe  difpatches, 
of  which  he  is  now,  forlbotb,  the  confcien- 
tious  depositary.  Did  their  rekntment  for 
thbfe  freedoms  die  with  the  Count  deGuerchy? 
Or  did  he  make  his  atonement  by  a  hand- 
fome  prefent,  fince  they,  it  fee  ms,  and  not 

the 


THE  C  H  E  V.  D’E  O  N.  u 

the  Englijh  miniftry,  may  be  reafonably  fu- 
fpefted  of  corruption  ? 

Shall  we  defire  the  Chevalier  d'Ecn  to  ac¬ 
count  for  thefe  very  different  appearances,  or 
fhall  we  rather  rake  the  account  giver,  in  the 
following  letter,  which  appealed  in  the  St. 
James's  Chronicle,  December  17,  1767. 

^  "•&  r\  t  >  rf*  .  r,r  ;  !  <  * fpf  Vf  .> 

To  the  P  R  I  N  T  E  R, 

.  .  ~ »  ,  -/  f.  -  *  *•«  ’fl  •  O  t 

« s  1  r, 

jJ  JIJI  -  -  *  L/ 

«  TjtV  E  R  Y  true  friend  to  liberty,  and  to 
“  -« — *  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  mankind 
«  in  general,  fliould,  I  think,  rejoice  and  feel 
“  a  fenfible  pleafure  to  fee  the  affair  of  the 
<c  Chevalier  d'Eon ,  which  was  once  near  ter- 
“  minating  in  blood  and  violence ,  now  in  a  way, 
“  or  likely  to  be  fo  foon,  of  ending  to  his 
,£  honour  and  advantage,  as  well  as  to  that 
of  both  nations. 
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€( 


i 

“  Thill  colledt  from  fome  public  and  pri¬ 
vate  intelligence,  as  alfo  from  the  article 
“ 'from  Paris  lately  in  the  papers,  giving  an 
“  account  that  his  valet  de  cbambre,  who  had 
“  been  near  three  years  confined  in  the  Baftille 
“  on  his  matter's  account,  was  lately  dif- 
“  charged  from  thence  by  the  order  of  the 
“  Duke  de  Chcifeul,  prime  minifter,  with  a 

“  gratification  or Jijtcen  thoufand  livres ! 

agbofbnc  tola5oian  icrtoww  axil  ol  u 

Ureatand  uncommon  as  this  recompenfe 

•  atr  i  i  r  — hasnoiw  vHoovairi 

may  apoear,  the  faSi  I  am,  neverthelefs, 

••  fell  informed true;  nay  farther,  that  he 
“  'has  (ince  been  made  an  Exempt  des  Mari- 
“  chaux  de  France;  and,  therefore,  I  think 
an  a£t  of  juft  ice  and  generdfity  not  lels 
“  Honourable  to  the  French  nation  in  general, 

“  than  to  the  Duke  de  Choifeul  in  particular, 

» 

“  w;ho  thus  nobly  recompenfed  the  long  cap- 
“tjvity.pf  this  faithful  fervant  to  his  matter. 

r  '  ;  |  -  |  III  ;  13011 

3i[if  girl  bns  ,  jnswi 


u 


TL-C  ... 


z:th  unihncft  v:itV 


“  After 


i#  ■>* 


THE  CHEV.  D'EON. 
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CC 

»n 


c< 


CC 


cc 


CC 


cc 


cc 


After  performing  this  ait  of  jaftjce  and 
liberality  to  the  fervant,  no  doubt  but, the 
like  and  more  will  be  foon  extended  towards 
the  malterj  who,  though  perhaps,  like 
other  mortals,  if  not  quite  perfection,  yet 
appears  of  a  very  great  and  amiable  charac- 

dfif*  lo  tabio  orfj  yd  wnsdi  moil  bssisda  " 


rili;// 


,  :  v  ' 

Thofe,  indeed,  who  have  fully  attended 
“  to  the  whole  of  his  very  hard  cafe,  and  judge 

candidly,  think  he  was  bafely  ufed  and 

adqotio^di  ?u  cam  on  J 

"  grievoufly  wronged;  previous  much  to 
“  what  fome  deem  the  exceptionable  part  of 

h,S  C0l,dua'  and  therein  not  «  *#.  OT  fo 
”  much  to  blame,  being  founded  on  the  iir(f. 

principle  of  nature,  y\z.  felf -defence  t  and  thofe 

of  law ,  if  not  of  this  country,  at  lead  of . 
“  thofe  abroad. 


CC 


CC 


CC 


f  r  f  r*\  r 

;lUJ>u 


^  V, 


1;  cu  n£ fli 


!  i  J* 


cc  But  as  he  greatly  therein  fupported  him- 
felf  under  the  mod  trying  circumjlancei  man 
ever  underwent^  and  his  virtues,  like  pure 
“  gold  in  the  furnace,  after  {landing  this 


cc 


<c 


\ 
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flrong  teft,  have  turned  cut  only  the  bright- 
,c  er.  He  cannot,  therefore,  but  be  an  objedt 
“  of  refpedtand  efteem,  if  not  of  higher  con- 

)£  wb  ^  '  1  4  /* 

^deration,  even  to  thofe ,  who,  fox  political 


cc 


et  reafons,  and,  for  a  while,  have  feemed  dif- 
<e  pleafed  with  his  firmnefs  and  refolution. 


“  Providence  has,  no  doubt,  after  this  great 

to 

ec  trial,  at  length*,  interpofed  in  his  favour, 
>  to  >  r 

u  fo  as  to  remove  the  great  cbftacle  to  a  tho- 

£C  rough  and  open  reconciliation  with  his  fu- 

?  . 

<c  pcriors  !  Every  generous  and  candid  mind 

e  a  due  fenfe 

tl  of  its  awful  difpenfation  in  this  refpedt,  and 

£c  awaken  their  attention  thoroughly,  fo  as  to 

€£  co-operate  and  reftore  him,  if  not  to  his 

,{  former  favour  and  Ration ;  at  lead,  to  that 

”  juflice  which  appears  fo  evidently  his  due  for 

*c  his  great  and  faithful  fervices. 


In  return,  it  is  faid,  the  papers  remairw 

cc  ing  with  him  relating  to  the  peace,  are  rea- 

“  dy  to  be  delivered  up  entire,  unfullied  by  the 

“  leaft 
«*» 


€i  will,  therefore,  wifli  and  hop 


"  leaft  view  or  infpe&ion  of  any  one  but  h  im- 

“  fe If.  A  matter  of  that  importance  fhould 

**  nob  perhaps,  be  delayed  a  moment,  as  ac- 

“  cidents  may  happen,  which  might  make 

“  fuch  delay  of  great  prejudice  to  both  na- 
<c  tions.  ! 


Dtt 


y)A  W 


“  What  pity,  inftead  of  doing  fuch  juftice 
“  long  ago,  and  receiving  then  thole  papers, 
“  as  was  offered  on  the  moft  reafonabje  and 
ecuitaoie  terms  •,  horrible  machinations'  were 
formed  to  faze  them  by  'violence  j  a  gam*- 
“  of  ae/peradoes  was  imported  here  into  this 
“  land  of  liberty  for  that  purpofe,  headed  by 
“  a  well-known  chief  of  intriguing  and  wily, 
"  renown,  with  in  tent  to  deftroy,  or  carry  off 
the  Chevalier  by  force  (of  which,  very  am- 
“  PIe  evidence,  it  is  faid,  is  in  hand.)  But 
“  the  fame  great  and  moft  gracious  power 
“  that  fo  apparently  has  delivered  him  of  the 
greet  director  of  fuch  unwarrantable  fchemes, 

*c  furely  then  at  fuch  hours  of  fevere  trial  af- 


£C 


cc 
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;  .  film  i  i )%{ 


cc 


u  v  ft  JkT/J *  *  • 

“  lifted  him  with  an  amazing  firmnefs  and  un- 

•  •  .  -  *•'  •  ...  1  »  i  r 

heard-of  fpirit  and  conftancy,  fo  as  to  pre- 
“  ferve  him  and  fruftrate  all  their  wicked  de- 
“figns;  and,  finally,  make  the  author  a  vie- 
“  tim  *  of  his  own  apparent  iniquity,  to  the 

•  “  peace  and  happinefs,  perhaps,  of  both  na- 

' 

“  tions,  as  well  as  to  the  now-appearing  laft- 

X  i.  o 

“  ing  honour  and  advantage  of  the  furvivor. 

°  ° 

bn  6  ,s;i. 


r 


' J  •*  ?  -x  i 

Hi  i  4  ■  ■■  i 


'  ^  1  \ 


<c  For  had  the  execution  of  luch  diabolical 

1  1  L  J 

“  fehemes  and  contrivances  taken  place  j  had 

■  '  ■ 

fS  this  gang  of  defperadoes  (in  number,  it  is 

«  faid,  twenty-five)  with  their  daring  chief 

■ 

“  (  who  were,  as  appears,  hired,  brought 
“  over,  and  entertained  here  at  great  expence. 


It 


and  appeared  under  various  difguifes  about 


*  What  can  this  mean?  Not,  furely,  that 
Guerchy ,  who  died  immediately  after  his  return, 
was  put  to  death  by  the  court  of  France ,  as  a  pre¬ 
liminary  facrifice  to  the  refentment  of  the  Chevalier 
d'Eon ,  before  this  latter  would  confent  to  deliver 

*p  his  papers. 


#<  this 
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«  this  town)  had  they,  as  it  feems  was  intend- 
<<  ed,  furrounded,  feized,  gagged,  and  muf- 

,  .  “  .  .  .  .  ■  r  1 J 

“  fled  him,  and  in  that  condition  put  him  in 

;  M  T'jf  'yrr  ;*•  J  i  ..  e  .  '  *  ,  t 

<«  a  kind  of  fi(h  machine  (made  on  purpofe) 

;  1  f  •  ;  1  * 

«<  in  order  to  drive  him  to  the  river  fide, 
where  a  barge  was  to  be  ready  to  convey 
«'•  him  on  board  a  fhip  in  waiting  on  the  coaft 
“  of  Suflex,  in  order  to  tranfport  him  to  that 
“of France 5  there  probably,  not  to  receive 
“  the  reward  of  his  faithful  fervices,  and  dif- 

^uCfJJ5j[ £>  XiOD *  iO  rr  .  < r •  „v,,  _ 

“  burfements  in  his  country’s  caufe,  but,  per- 

“  haps,  to  fall  a  facrilice  to  pride,  rage,  and 
* 

“  revenge,  or  fuffcr  the  punifhment  due  to 
“  thofe,  who,  inflead  of  doing  fuch  juftice, 
“  thus  defigned  violence  to  the  laws  of  nations, 

* 

“  and  in  fail,  did  poifon,  and  alio  bribe  and 
“  endeavour  to  perfuade  others  to  aflafiinatc 
“  him. 


“  Had  fo  bold,  fo  daring,  fo  flagitious  a 
“  plan  been  executed  here,  each  individual 
«*  mu  ft  have  trembled  for  his  own  perfonal 

D  “  liber  tv 
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“  liberty  and  fecurity,  not  only  in  this  happy 
“  xfland,  but  every  where  elfe  on  the  face  of 
“  the  globe.  Such  a  defperate  adion  muft 
“  have  been  deemed  the  higheft  affront,  not 
“  only  to  the  laws  of  this  realm,  but  to  every 
“  other,  “  As  a  dired  attack  of  territorial 

& 

rights,  and  an  infringement  of  the  laws 
“  of  nations.  , 

l  €  -a.*:-  ^  -  •:r-;  ,.r.  rijgftsi 

t6  This  I  may  fafely  affirm  was  the  fenti- 
“  ment  of  a  very  great  mininfter  of  ftate  on 
u  being  acquainted  with  fuch  defign,  who,  it 
“  appears,  further  declared,  “  If  fuch  at- 
“  tempt  was  made,  it  would  intereft  all  fo- 
“  vereign  dignity,  and  the  authority  of  all  go- 
**  vernments,  as  well  as  the  particular  laws 
**  and  liberties  of  the  Britifh  nation.” 

<c  HaPPy»  therefore,  this  daring  defign  was 
‘c  thus  difappointed  by  the  Chevalier’s  firm- 

addrefs,  or  it  might  have  proved 
of  very  fatal  confequence.  As  great  events 
r  u  often 
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«  0ften  proceed  from  little  caufes,  fo  might 
«c  tire  deftrudhve  flame  of  war  been  re-kind- 
<c  led*  from  fo  fmall  a  fpark  as  this  feeming 
<«  trifling  difference  between  two  minifters, 
“  not  then  of  war,  but  of  peace. 

ec  Happy  again,  that  fuch  unjuftifiable  de- 
<c  figns  proved  abortive,  and  that  juftice  at 
<c  length  will,  in  this  refpeft,  take  place  of 
cc  blood  and  violence ;  and  that  from  due  con¬ 
i'  fideration  of  the  whole,  we  may  now  hope 
«  to  fee  foon  one  inftance  more  of  ample  re- 
<c  paration  made  to  long  and  much  injured 

<c  virtue  and  merit. 

“  Thefe,  furely,  are  the  fentiments  of  all 
<c  honeft  and  candid  Britons,  fuch  as  are  well 
<c  informed  and  have  duly  confidered  every 


*  Indeed  ?  The  war  re-kindled?  Does  not  this 
give  a  high  idea  of  the  importance  of  thefe  papers, 

that  the  French  fhould  run  the  hazard  of  re-kindling 

^  * 

the  war  for  the  fake  of  recovering  of  them  ? 

D  2  “  circumftance 


1 
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a 


1A  n  1 
u  t 


^  —  i  P  L  Y 


T  i  O 


circumftance  of  this  very  long  and  extraor- 
"  d, nary  cafe,  and  arc  in  any  wife  lovers  of 
troth,  jnft.ce,  and  merit,  or  fincere friends  to 
the  peace  and  happinefs  of  mankind  in  ge- 

**  neral.  H  '  ■  „ 

■-min  wwm&J  am  Ltbwm  MiW  1  ins  vis: 


,Y\Y 

me  l  * _ ry 

aqori  I  8 


“  I  am,  SIR, 


ii: 


WwWv  v' 


r-/£r(  Jrigsrn 
odi  moii  io 

“  Your  moil  humble  fervant, 

iw  srfi 


■a. 


■ifaj?  yd  ?  .. 

fl  Sohoj  jDec.  i 2*  s  ,  *  #4 

§£d  tc  ifl  c  ANDIDUS  *  * 

.t-.o " .« •"  ci(  H  3>lfsfH  3 Jiff 


.*  w 


c  - 


May  I  be  permitted  to  afk  the  Chevalier 

. 

whether  all  the,  circumftances  mentioned  in 
this  letter  are  true?  that  the  French  fnft  pur- 
fued  him  with  fuch  inveterate  hatred,  and  fet 


r  ui  -vtpAiuvAw 

^0  many  engines  at  work  to  apprehend  him  ? 

r  f  i  **•*  ‘ 


V 


j  % 


S^^deniaiij  whoever  hebe,feems  to  write 
from  a  good  heart,  and  therefore,  I  hope,  he  will 
now  Hand  forth,  and  produce  feme  of  rhofe  private 
informations  he  mentions. 


but 


r^> 


^  *1/  1  ,  v-*  »»*  •*'  C* 
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but  afterwards,  when,  like  the  Beaver ,  he 

1  -  L  V*  c  ^  hfUJ  tSl^p  VliifllD 

dropped  his  bag  before  the  hunters,  they  were 
all  at  once  reconciled  to  him,  and  not  only  re- 
leafed,  but  rewarded  and  provided  for,  his 
fervant?  What  reward  the  Chevalier  him- 
felf  might  have,  and  whether  from  France, 
or  from  the  Privy  Furje  in  England ,  lam 
not  abfolutely  warranted  to  fay.  But  I  hope 
the  Chevalier  will  gratify  my  curiofity,  by  tell- 
ing  me,  what  the  contents  of  this  bag  were, 
that  could  make  it  fo  valuable. 


When  the  Chevalier  d'Eon  has  cleared  up 
thefe  particulars,  which,  no  doubt,  he  will 
do  with  very  little  trouble,  I  will  then  intreat 
him  to  call  an  eye  upon  the  following  paflages, 
and  bellow  a  part  of  his  leifure  in  giving  me 
a  folution  of  them :  they  are,  it  is  true,  but 
but  feraps  and  orts,  though  ftill  fufficient  to 
make  the  public  regret  that  fuller  meal  of 
which  it  is  unfortunately  deprived. 

1 ..  J  .  "»  .  w.  —  -  •  f  •  -  jf)  y/Y 

1  •  In 


J  .  *>  .  / 


o  7'.  r 


un  •  1 


H2 


> 
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»»0w 


.  i  •, 
or  -i 


i\  •  [ont‘r\dnr».  a4  TriDn^^fT  OPW 

In  a  pamphlet  published  by  the  Sieur  Gou- 
iarty  by  the  exprefs  order  and  command  of 
the  Count  de  Guerchy  the  Chevalier  dy Eon 
is  charged  with  indifcretion  for  the  follow¬ 
ing  reafons : 


**  Dans  letat  prefent  de  FEurope  petites 
tc  cbofes  decouvrent  les  grandes  •f*.” 

In  English  thus:  -s 


“  In  the  prefent  ftate  of  Europe  the  fmall- 

€i  er  things  are  a  key  to  unriddle  the  greater.9* 

%k:o  .  m  owi  iiwwJpS 

I  fhould  be  glad  to  know,  what  thefe  great 
things  were,  that  remained  to  be  carried  on 

■^03't  1  f  L-  ’  ’iJ  '  V  !  '•  ‘  *'■ 


%  See  Dupre’s  affidavit  in  the  Suite  des  negotia¬ 
tions  particulieres  du  Chevalier  d'Eon ,  p.  85. 

Pieces  relatives  aux  lettres  &  memoires  du  Che¬ 
valier  d’EoTiy  \LondreSy  1764,  p.  126. 

after 
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after  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  and  which 


it  was  neceffary  to  conceal  fo  anxioufly,  that 

it  became  a  crime  in  d'Eon  to  drop  the  leaft 
hint  of  them. 


The  French  author  goes  on :  «*  Entre  deux 

“  nations  r, hales,  qui  fe  tatent  contimeUement , 

“  let  minuties  fervent  a  fercer  le  voile  de  la  po- 

“  htique,  &  le  mini  fire  qui  en  ote  un  coin  fe 

“  rend  aujfi  coup  able  que  celui  qui  le  dechire  en 
“  entier** 


In  English,  ■  , 

ly  3uj  SluDilflli  05  Vsi  ) 

“  Between  two  rival  nations,  that  are  con¬ 
tinually  founding  one  another,  even  minutiae 
feive  to  pieice  the  veil  of  policy,  and  the 
<c  minifter  who  takes  away  a  corner  of  it,  ren¬ 
ders  himlelf  as  blamcable,  as  he  who  tears 
*£  it  from  one  end  to  the  other.” 

jo^pri  £3D  3Hj  m  j'  z  i  ttm/CJ  332 

C  O  m  '  i  f  v  •  .  .  ^  '  ?.  '  ■ ■  |  ,  [f  *  \  Li  \  <- ,  f  ,  (  ' \  •  r\  « 

In  the  name  of  wonder  what  can  this  veil 
of  poucy  mean?  Not  furely  thofe  avowable 

tranfa&ions, 


H  A  REPLY  TO 

tranfadions,  which  pafs  through  the  common 
channel  of  bufinefs,  and  are  freely  debated 

.  i 

by  the  great  officers  of  date.  There  mull  be 
fomething  of  a  different  nature  behind,  to 
mak.e  thofe  veils  and  curtains  and  conceal¬ 
ments  neceffary. 

»  O  L  *  .  1  .  J  *** 

Further:  in  a  letter  written  by  one  of  the 

*  4  *  v  *  •  #• 

friends  of  Monfieur  d’Eon ,  it  is  faid  of  Monfieur 
I’EfcaJlier:  “  11  eft  publiquement  demontre  que 
“  fil'on  offroit  cent  guinea  au  premier  fecretaire 
«  de  Monfieur  de  Guerchy,  U  vendroit  le  fecret 
“  de  l' ambafj'ade ,  *” 

In  English  : 

C  t  H|  ’-jf  t  i  <  » 

“  It  is  publicly  demonftrated  that,  if  a  hun- 
«  dred  guineas  were  offered  to  the  firft  fecre- 
«<  tary  of  the  Count  de  Guerchy ,  he  would  fell 
“  the  fecret  of  the  embaffy.” 


*  Pieces  relatives,  p.  144. 


The 
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'mw  srr: 


TM-A'iS  sr  ?■>  cPbsl% from  onc 

»«•»  !"  ?PPrbhenRo"- 

lx;  noshing  hut  truachcry.  Wlxu  regards  their 

common  advantage,  is  not  worth  keeping 

l!  9J 

with  io  much  iecrecy. 


U71  J 


m  zinoct 


\  ' \ 


•  To  StTiA  tha  reader  in  conftruing  thefe  dark 
n>K$Hl'fiu*.  exprqffions,  I  will  now  lay  before 
tu m , . -ie ui a  .ex  t r adt  s  .f  ro n  1  the  letters  and  dif- 
patches  of  the  Duk^  dc  Niyernois :  ^vvhich  ex- 

t  '»Wm •’  ’1 

trails  I  prelude  to  be  the  fame  that  drew  upon 

•  then Cbevftifr  d Eon,  the  ceofure  of  indifere- 

, 


tion  above-mentioned. 

•** 


..  » 


9  V/  f  A  Vy* 

The  Duke  Je  Nivernois ,  in  a  letter  dated 
Deb.-  20,  1762,  writes  to  th c  Duke  Je  Prq/lin, 

<  -  .  !  J  r 

j  n  >  •  .  « 

as  Follows  *:  -  *  ,  • 

# 

. . . . . . . . »■—««?■  ■  ■ 


A  v 


*  This  and  the  two  following  quotations  are 
taken  from  the  Chevalier  d’Eorfs  quarto  volume, 
which,  not  having  by  me,  I  cannot  refer  to  the 

4  \  "  *4  *  *  * 4  i  €.  j  yf  .  +  Jy 

pages. 

E  “  Tout 


4 


26  A  REPLY  TO 

Uo  j  >  J.  itX  9  AJilJvl^  AlbxlJ  DIUlIbJ' 

“  Tout  autre  dormer oit  de  l* inquietude.  M. 
tc  Bute  ta  pris  en  amitie ,  &  a  ires  bonne  opi - 
“  nion  de  lui ,  ce  qui  ricft  pas  feu  dire .  Cela  ne 
xTi  *  Je  tr ouve  pas  dans  le  pas  dun  cheval ,  &  qui - 
,  sc  conque  viendroity  manqueroit  probablement  cet- 
“  tc  trouvaille :  Les  affairs  iront  ainfi  uno  te¬ 
nor  e  .  Les  perfonnes  n  auront  pas  la  crainte 
de  tr  Oliver  a  dechanter ,  ainfi  point  d'otnbr age  , 

“  &  tout  tra  auff  bien>  que  la  nature  des  chofes 
u  &  du  pais  le  comport cut .  " 

/  *  •  C  * .  * 

This  paffage  is  fo  curious,  that  I  'fliould 
uot  do  it  judice,  if  I  did  not  remark  upon  it 
paragraph  by  paragraph :  .  .  , 

~  v  ■  1  ^  ^  ¥  A  i*  vi .  ' 

at*  a  tk  t  •  ,o;i  ziisttA 

“  Every  other”  (but  d’Eon)  “  would  give 

uneafinefs.’  Uneafinefs?  to  whom?  Can 
it  be  a  matter  of  uneafinefs  to  an  honeft  Eng- 
UJh  nobleman,  whether  this  Marquis  or  that 
Chevalier  is  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  in  Eng¬ 
land?  It  may,  indeed,  be  matter  of  prefer¬ 
ence,  becaufe  one  Minifter  may  be  more  trac¬ 
table 
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table  and  candid  than  another.  But  uneafi- 
nefs  furely  can  only  arife  from  guilt,  and  from 
the  apprehenfion,  that  the  new  Minifter  may 
be  lefs  difcreet  and  cautious,  than  the  old 
one. 


“  Lord  Bute  has  taken  a  liking  to  him, 
which  is  faying  a  good  deal.  This  is  an 
“  advantage  not  to  be  found  at  every  ftep  a 
“  horfe  makes,  and  whoever  fhould  come, 
“  would,  probably,  want  this  piece  of  luck.’’ 

It  Follows  : 

ill  i  J  bl  1 1  *  Cl '  -J 11 U  '  |  y*  1 

ci  Affairs  will  thus  go  on  uno  tenor e The 
Duke  de  Nivernois  was  pretty  right  in  his  pre¬ 
diction.  Affairs  have  gone  on  u?io  tenor  e  al- 
moft  ever  fince. 

<c  "The  per/ons  will  not  be  afraid  of  being 
c‘  obliged  to  fing  backwards. v  Here  I  hope 
the  Duke  is  miftaken,  and  that  we  fhall, 

E  2  fooner 
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iooner  or  later,  find  fome 
them  ling  backwards. 


way  of  making 

*  J  \  ‘ 


f  "  f  n  a  ’  7  0  <  -r '  r1'  •  f 

01  aw  tot  ■><.' . ■’*' *  *s  t~ ■*  y  '***  •  p-*  -t  -  ••*'■  *.  *  r. 

#  ^  -vj  AUi  ilOVi;  i  * 

“  Thus  there  will  be  no  umbrage.”  Om- 

brage  in  French  does  not  fignify,  a  pet,  or -fit  ' 
of  ill  humour,  but  dijlrujl .  It  may  be  applied 
here  either  to  the  perfons  unknown,  or  die 
to  the  public.  •  -  .  .  . 

f i  '  >  A  J  y 

)  .'■  :C  ■*  *.  *’*>--.•  '  r,  M  Ti>  .»  • 

And  every  thing  will  go  on  as  well  as 
‘c  the  nature  of  the  bufinefs  and  of  the  coun- 
“  try  will  admit  of.”  When  I  find  a  French 
minifter  talking  in  this  drain,  that  every  thing 
will  go  on  very  well  for  them,  it  raifes  my 
curiofity  to  know  how  he  could  forefee  it,  and 

‘  what  it  alludes  to ;  whether  it  be  the  impo- 

«  ‘  ‘  *  • 

fition  of  the  Cyder-tax;  or  the  wilfully  and 

wantonly  embroiling  us  with  America ,  upon 
a  matter  of  mere  pundlilio  j  or  the  reftoring 

the  fons  of  the  rebel  lords  to  their  efhtes  in 

»  -  1 '  , 

Scotland 
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Scotland,  under  colour  of  an  au&ion*;  or 
whether  it  relates  to  any  plot  for  giving'  up 
our  forts  to  the  French  in  America,  for  which 
Major  Rogers  was  lately  tried,  and,  after  a 
fafhion,  acquitted;  or  laftly,  to  the  reviving 
a  quarrel  of  a  hundred  years  old  againft  the 
Dutch ,  at  a  time  when  we  expe<ft  to  be  at¬ 
tacked  by  France  and  Spain.  Whatever  it  be, 
whether  one  or  all  of  thefe,  it  is  plain  that 
fomething  was  in  agitation,  which  could  not 

go  on  glibly,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  coun¬ 
try. 

►-  .1,1  r  |  r 

% 

This  man  of  gaiety  and  humour,  this  Duke 
de  Nroernois,  does  not  perfectly  fuit  my  fancy, 
notwithstanding  my  own  love  of  chearfulnefs 
and  fociety.  For  a  man  who  is  machinating 
the  ruin  of  a  whole  nation,  to  attend  their 


*  1  remember  to  have  read  fuch  an  account  in 
a  News-Paper,  the  very  date  of  which  I  have  now 
forgot.  I  hope  for  the  indulgence  of  the  reader,  if 
it  Ihould  happen  not  to  be  exactly  true. 


parties 
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parties  of  pleafure,  and  join  in  their  merri¬ 
ment,  has  fomething  a  little  inconfiftent  in  it, 
and  is,  as  Mr.  Wollajian  would  call  it,  a  prac¬ 
tical  lye.  What  pity  he  could  not,  for  a  time, 
adopt  a  fullennefs  and  gloom  more  fuitable  to 
his  bufinefs,  inftead  of  that  open  look  and 
■winning  fmile  he  is  commonly  faid  to  have  ? 
But  the  employment  of  his  private  hours 
plainly  points  out  the  fource  of  his  mirth. 
We  find  him  there  hugging  and  applauding 
himfelf  at  the  train  he  has  laid,  which,  though, 
from  the  nature  of  the  country,  it  may  require 
feme  time,  will,  in  the  end,  effedually  do 
our  bufinefs.  The  Duke  de  Prajlin  is  certain¬ 
ly  a  better  man,  who  appears  to  feel  fome 
compundion  for  the  part  he  is  ading.  Com- 
pundion  in  a  French  minifter  is  fo  rare  a 
thing,  that  I  hope  the  reader  will  make  great 
dedudions  from  his  faults  on  that  account. 
His  words  are  thefein  a  letter  to  M.  de  Nher - 

I 

miSy  dated  Paris,  jfJpril  i6,  1763, 


4i  11  ejl  bien  vrai  que  nous  faifons  tons  deux 

■  •  «  |  ft  9j  L 

<c  un  metier  qui  ne  nous  convient  pas  :  Vous  e?i 
£<  Jerez  blent ot  dehors  &  je  Jerois  bien  content 3 
“ Ji  javois  la  me  me  perfpe  olivet 

jy  •  ^  A.  0  J L  A 

i  „  ^  f  '  f  #• 

In  English  : 

Ziuod  'oikiha  j  lb  *-9rii f'Jftfl 

<c  It  is  very  true,  that  we  are*  both  of  m 
u  pra&ifing  a  trade  that  we  ought  to  be 
c‘  afhamed  of.  You  will  very  foon  be  ought 
4C  of  it,  and  I  allure  you  that  I  fhould  be  very 
c%  glad,  if  I  had  the  fame  profpedt.’' 

The  Duke  de  Nivernois  is  indeed  quite  in¬ 
tolerable.  He  is  continually  regaling  himfelf 
with  the  delicious  profpeft  of  what  will  one 

day  happen.  So  in  his  letter  of  May  12, 
1763.  V  , 

<  :  Mon  petit  Boucher ,  qui  vous  porte  ceciy  ejl 
u  un  bien  joli  fujet ;  fi  vous  en  avez  le  terns,  par - 
**  bez  hii  un  pen  de  V  Angleterre,  &  vous  verrez 

4C  qu'il 
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<c  qu'ilri a  pas  perdu  fon  terns :  En  verite  je  cron 
cc  que  cette  ambapfade  Angloife  profit  era  beau - 

*  i 

“  on  Jour  a  votre  departement. 

«  1  .  k  ..  ,  ,  , 

•  •  .  .  ' 

'■ In  English: 

-  '»  W 

€C  My  little  Boucher,  who  brings  this,  is 
€€  quite  a  clever  fellow*  If  you  have  the 
<c  time,  talk  to  him  a  little  about  England^  and 
(C  you  will  find  that  he  has  not  thrown  away 
<c  his  time.  I  verily  do  believe  that  this  Eng- 
“  lijh  Embafiy  will,  one  day  or  other,  be 
“  of  great  advantage  to  your  department.” 

So  much  for  the  Duke  de  Nivernois .  I  may 
be  thought,  perhaps,  to  lay  too  hard  a  talk 
upo n  Monfieur  d'Eon ,  in  defiring  him  to  ex¬ 
plain  another  man’s  meaning,  but  he  can  cer¬ 
tainly  have  no  objection  to  explaining  his  own. 
At  the  end  of  one  of  the  divifions  of  his  book, 
there  is  a  page  printed  all  in  capitals,  in 
which  he  fays  fomething  to  the  following 

4 

effect :  (I  have  not  tranfcribed  this  part,  and 

therefore 
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therefore  may  quote  it  incorrectly )  “  If  the 
“  authors  of  my  perfecution  are  provoked  by 
“  what  I  have  here  printed,  and  continue  to 
“  persecute  me,  I  will  publifh  another  com- 
“  plete  edition,  without  any  the  lead:  hiatus  or 
“  blank.”  Ce  fera  an  texte  aujji  pur  que  la 
Genef cu  il  n’y  aura  pas  lespcintes  des  Mafo- 
retes.  “It  (hall  be  a  text  as  pure  as  Genehs, 
“  where  there  (hall  not  be  even  the  points  of 
“  the  Maforetes 

Every  body  mud  fee  this  to  be  a  menace, 
and  will  be  curious  to  know  what  it  relates  to. 
I  will  not,  after  Monfieur  d’Eon’s  late  perform¬ 
ance,  diftrefs  him  by  afking  this  quedion,  but 
(hall  be  contented  with  only  knowing  againd 
whom  it  was  dirc&ed.  Was  is  not  againd  the 
Englijh  Minidry  ?  No,-  I  forget  myfelf.  The 


*  Compare  this,  and,  indeed,  the  whole  pub¬ 
lication,  with  the  Chevalier’s  late  preteftations 
of  his  fidelity  to  his  employers. 


then 
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then  Englijh  Miniftry  were  all  honourable 

men,  they  had  infpired  Monfieur  d’Eon  with 

thejufteft  veneration,  and  therefore  it  can  be 

only  again  ft  the  French  Miniftry,  that  he  levels 
his  thunders. 


„  1  haVC  2  much  better  title  to  a  Ik  Monfieur 
a' Eon  all  thefe  queftions,  than  he  can  poffibly 

have  to  afk  me  the  name  of  the  perfon,  who 

carried  the  mefTages  to  Sir  George  Yonge,  and 

Fitfer^rt,  a  thing  which  I  never  knew, 
nor  ever  pretended  to  know.  I  prefnme,  in¬ 
deed,  tins  was  the  very  reafon,  why  he  chofe 
to  addrcfs  himfelf  to  me,  inftead  of  applying 
to  Sir  George  T mge  at  the  Admiralty  office, 
not  half  a  mile  from  his  own  houfe,  where 
be  would  probably  have  had  as  much  infor¬ 
mation  as  he  defired,  and  perhaps  more. 


The  Chevalier  never  faid  a  truer  word,  than 
that  he  cannot  poffibly  be  of  any  u fe  to  me 

in  Support  of  my  charge.  I  never  indeed  ap¬ 
prehended 
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prehended  that  he  could,  becaufe  my  charge 
is  only  againrt ,  Lord  Halifax ,  which,  happily 
for  me,  does  not  depend  upon  his  teftimony. 

/r  \ 

But,  I  will  go  further  and  fay,  that  he  can¬ 
not  pofiibly  be  of  any  ufe,  not  only  to  me, 
but  to  any  man  in  the  kingdom.  And  there¬ 
fore,  I  know  of  nothing  better  to  be  done, 

than,  wherever  his  papers  arc,  to  fend  him 
after  them. 

i  .  |  «  j  |  0  f  -»•  . 

With  our  own  countrymen  we  cannot  fo 
cafily  part.  Not  that  I  apprehend  they  have 
any  immediate  defigns  of  leaving  us.  Their 
arrangements  are  feemingly  too  well  taken  and 
the  pofitive  public  declaration  of  the  Chevalier 
CEon,  is  enough  to  infpire  them  with  con¬ 
fidence,  though  ever  fo  criminal.  But  time 
and  change  of  circumftances  make  an  altera¬ 
tion  in  the  fentiments  of  private  men,  as  well 
as  in  thofe  of  a  nation.  For  inftance,  there 
are  few  people  who  would  not,  fix  months 
ago,  have  rejoiced  at  hearing  that  fome  cer- 

^  2  tain 
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tain  individuals  had  taken  a  final  leave  of  their 
country,  whereas  now  there  is  nothing  con¬ 
templated  with  greater  pleafure,  than  their 
being  refident  among  us.  The  public  now, 
inftead  of  building  a  bridge,  or  making  a  road 
for  them,  would  hang  about  their  necks  to 
detain  them ;  and  fhould  they  go  away  with¬ 
out  taking  leave,  the  incivility  would  be  great¬ 
ly  complained  of,  though  they  fhould  gener- 
oully  avoid  putting  the  nation  to  any  trouble 
or  expence,  in  conveying  them  beyond  fea. 
If  the  public  are  thus  changeable,  is  there  any 
cruelty  in  fuppofing  our  great  men  may  be 
equally  fo  ?  Efpecially  fince  we  find,  that 
they  are  in  no  hurry  to  vindicate  their  charac¬ 
ters,  and  that  the  meeting  of  parliament  is 
actually  put  off,  till  the  nights  are  almoft  at 

the  longett. 


After  all:  if  thefe  important  papers  are 
thus  irrecoverably  loft,  what  ftitisfadion  can 
{he  nation  have  for  its  moft  material  injuries? 

This 

k 


THE  CHEV.  D’EON.  37 

This  question  will,  I  doubt  not,  occur  to 
every  lover  of  his  country,  and  therefore  I 
will  take  the  liberty,  notwithftanding  my  be¬ 
ing  a  little  obfcure  pra&itioner  in  the  country, 
of  chalking  out  one  fcheme,  to  which,  I  think, 
no  reafonable  or  equitable  objection  can  be 
made.  Thepropofal,  I  hope,  will  be  thought 
excufable,  at  a  time  when  the  creatures  of 
power  tell  us  with  a  fort  of  infolent  triumph, 
that  the  inquiry  is  defeated ,  that  nothing  can  mao 
be  done-,  and  openly  rejoice,  not  that  their  pa¬ 
trons  are  innocent,  but  merely,  that  they  are 
fafe. 

It  is  well  known,  in  how  precipitate  a  man¬ 
ner,  the  preliminaries  of  the  peace  were  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  late  houfe  of  Commons ;  that 
the  articles  were  not  fufFered  to  be  debated 
one  by  one,  notwithftanding  the  great  variety 
of  matter  that  each  of  them  afforded  for  dif- 
cufiion,  and  the  evident  impoflibility,  that 
country  gentlemen,  or  indeed  any  gentlemen, 
could  be  previoufly  acquainted  with  the  feve- 
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rdtlcs,  dependencies,  and  relations  of  fo  many 
■Rant  Rates  and  colonies.  InRead  of  this 
candid  and  fober  method,  Rrongly  contended 
for  by  the  m.nority,  the  houfe  cut  fcort  all 
deliberation,  and  voted  an  immediate  appro- 
hation  of  the  terms.  What  reafon  then  can 
be  all  edged,  why  fo  precipitate  a  vote,  carried 
by  a  majority  that  fflut  their  ears  againfl  ar¬ 
gument,  Rrould  not  immediately  be  refcind- 
ed  ?  After  which  the  merits  of  the  peace  may 
*»  agajn  brought  upon  the  carpet,  as  new 
matter,  no!  yet  prejudged  by  parliament. 

,  F»  'he  rcfcindi"g  *ere  is  this  further 
yea,  that  Cnee  that  time  reafonable  ground 

■as  appeared  to  imagine,  that,  however,  the 
pte  was  procure, I,  the  vitalsof  government 
me  very  fources  of  our  political  life  Were  at 
mat  time  poifoned.  It  appears  probable  too 

,,lat  forma!  P'°°f  of  this  was  once  offered  and 
reje&d  ,  and  that  afterwards,  the  evidences 
am,  documents  appealed  to,  i„  confirmation 

of 
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of  it,  having  been  in  vain  attempted  by  f 

were  furrendered  by  agreement.  Is  it  p„ffibIc 
or  treafon  to  fmell  ranker  than  this?  Ani 
toil  we  fuffer  fufpeaed  perfons  ,o  be  pro. 

.  1,1  tMfe  c!rc»tnttances  by  an  aft  of  their 

own  contrivance  and  fugged, Shall  the 

?  C  °  opptohatton  continue  to  operate  in 
«oe,r  favour,  and  JM  the  ma„ifold  grounds 

lUipicion  tha,  have  arifen  tince,  Jlave  „„ 
operation  againft  them  ? 

•  .  '  ^  ?  r  ;  Mi  •  '  t  , 

I  know  there  are  people  of  a  defponding 

flulw  o';!,*  ‘mified  “  'l,e  ftPP°''W  in. 

k-elnfl  r°W”’  andfcdi(g“^« fonte 

,  a”6ai0”s"  as  '°  “ke  it  for  granted,  the 
parliament  will  naf«  or,  ne 

pal,  any  vote  a  favourite 
-■>11  d, date.  But  J,  for  ray  own  ^  ^ 

-  worn  entertaining  any  fuel,  idea.  Great 
mCn  may’  3nd  3lWayS  Wi,1>  have 

°Z '  ymtXS  “  ,hCir  CO"d"a>  ,  will 

that  i„n ""  convinces  me, 

‘  ’  C  tent,al  a  !’«»•.  they  will  fwerve 

from 
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from  the  ftrift  line  of  juftice.  Becaufe  a  gen¬ 
tleman  enjoys  a  precarious  place,  from  which 
he  faves  a  few  hundreds  a  year,  mud  I  there¬ 
fore  fuppofe,  that  he  will  attend  to  this  paltry 
confideration,  when  his  much  larger  paternal 
pofleflions,  and  the  intereft  of  his  whole  pof- 
terity  are  confequentially  at  flake  ?  If  I  am 
miftaken;  if  we  are  really  hound  down  in  a 
chain,  fo  rivetted  with  gold  that  nothing  will 
undo  it}  if  we  muft  fit  ftill  with  our  arms 
folded,  till  our  enemies  have  drawn  their  nets 
quite  round  us;  adieu  all  courage,  all  hope, 
all  endeavour:  let  us  prepare  ourfelves  for 
the  cataftrophe:  let  us  fiiut  ourfelves  up  in 
our  own  houfes  to  weep  over  our  children, 
fince  nothing  can  avert  the  ruin  that  fo  evi¬ 
dently  threatens  us. 
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